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he ever nourished real deference and admiration
as one "unrelentingly possessed "by thirst of
greatness, love, and beauty," and in whose
intellectual power, as the noble lines in the
Sixth Book of the Prelude so gorgeously attest,
he took the passionate interest of a man at once
master, disciple, and friend. It is true to say, as
Emerson says, that Wordsworth's genius was the
great exceptional fact of the literature of his
period. But he had no teachers nor inspirers save
nature and solitude.

Wordsworth was the son of a solicitor, and
all his early circumstances were homely, unpre-
tentious, and rather straitened. His mother
died when he was eight years old, and when his
father followed her five years later, two of his
uncles provided means for continuing at Cam-
bridge the education which had been begun in
the. rural grammar-school of Hawkshead. It
was in 1787 that he went up to- St. John's
College. He took his Bachelor's degree at the
beginning of 1791, and there his connection
with the university ended.
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For   some   years   after   leaving   Cambridge,